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“The Cotgreave Indicator is that in use in the majority of the British Free Libraries.” 





“THe Free Lisrary: Its HisTORY AND PRESENT CONDITION.” 
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saved, while the cost of joinery is greatly reduced It can be fitted to iron stacks 
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SATURDAY REVIEW. —“It represents a vast amount of work, and will be prized by students 
of current literature.” 
PUBLIC OPINION. * We nave nothing but praise for this work.” 
BOOKMAN.-—* Such a wor rk as this is of inestimable v alue to librarians,” 
SCHOOL GUARDIAN. -“ This is a very valuable book of reference.’ 


NEARLY READY. Views and Memoranda of Public Libraries (several 
hundred illustrations). Subscription price 7/6,when published 10/6 net 
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THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
FounpbEp 1895. SEVENTH SESSION. YEAR 1901-1902. 
Members are requested to read carefully the announcements 


appearing on this and the following pages, as no further intimation 
of meetings and other arrangements may be expected. 


FEBRUARY MEETING. 

The next meeting of this Association will be held at the 
Newington Public Library, Walworth Road, S.E., on Wednesday, 
February 26th, at 8.0 p.m. The Librarian, Mr. R. W. Mould, 
F.S.A., Scot., to whom we are indebted for this kind invitation, 
has further favoured us by promising to address the meeting. 
Mr. Mould’s paper will be entitled “ Our Work,” and will form 
a continuation of the paper read by him at a meeting in a 
former session. 

NOTE.—This will be the third meeting held in South London this Session, the Committee 
being desirous of arranging the programme for the special advantage of Assistants 
south of the river. It is earnestly hoped that a good attendance will show an 


appreciation of Mr. Mould’s kindness and the endeavour of the Committee to 
meet the wishes of all members of the L.A.A 


SOCIAL GATHERING. 

The Annual Social Gathering of members and friends will 
take place at St. Bride’s Institute, Bride Lane, Ludgate Circus, 
E.C., on Wednesday, March 25th, at 7.30 p.m. sharp. 

The evening’s entertainment will consist of a concert and 
dance. 

It is hoped that members will keep this date open and attend 
with as many friends as possible, ladies being especially welcome. 

Admission will be by programme, to be obtained at the Hall 
on the evening. 


THE JANUARY MEETING. 

The January meeting was held on Wednesday, the 15th, at 
the Central Public Library, Battersea, on the invitation of Mr. 
Lawrence Inkster, the Chief Librarian. Mr. Rees, who occupied 
the chair, in opening the meeting, explained that it was hoped 
that Mr. Inkster would preside, but owing to an official engage- 
ment he was sorry that he would be unable to do so. He sent 
his best wishes for the continued prosperity of the Association, 
and hoped the meeting would be an enjoyable one, and that he 
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would be able to be present when the Association again visited 
Battersea. Mr. Chennell, Librarian of the Willesden Green 
Public Library, on rising to read his paper, explained that 
since the announcement of the meeting in the Library 
Assistant, he had decided to read a paper on “ The Woes 
of a Librarian.” “ The Pleasures of a Librarian,” he thought, 
would be more fitting for a future paper, the woes of all 
professions, and especially that of Librarianship, having to 
be counted with first, and the pleasures came as a sequel. From 
a synopsis of the paper, which will be found on another page, it 
will be seen that it was of a very entertaining nature, and came as 
a pleasant contrast to the previous papers of this session. 
About 30 members were present, and a short discussion took 
place, in which Messrs. Chambers, Harris, Hogg, Soper, and P. H. 
Wood took part. Mr. Chennell, in replying to a vote of thanks, 
regretted that owing to the limited accommodation at Willesden 
Green, he was unable to invite the Association there, but hoped 
that when the projected extensions were completed, he would be 
able to do so. He thanked those present for the pleasure it gave 
him to lecture to the Association, and for the attention given to 
his paper. The meeting concluded with a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. Inkster for the use of the room, which Mr. Hogg, the 
Sub-Librarian, kindly undertook to convey on behalf of the 
Association. - 
N.W. BRANCH—JANUARY MEETING. 

The second bi-monthly meeting was held in the Athenzeum 
Library, Manchester, on January 15th, 1902, Mr. J. H. Swann 
in the chair. 

In response to the invitations for short papers, etc., the 
Chairman read a short paper on “ Librarianship as a profession,” 
in which he compared librarianship with the recognised profes- 
sions, and pointed out the radical differences. 

This paper was followed by another from Mr. W. Quarmby, 
entitled, “ Bettering ourselves.” A vigorous discussion arose 
upon each paper, chiefly on raising the status of librarianship, 
and providing means to improve the prospects of assistants, 
the following members taking part in the debate :—Messrs. P. D. 
Gordon, Hy. Seed, J. D. Dickens, W. H. Berry, F. W. B. 
Haworth, W. H. Shawcross, Hy. Percival, and Geo. Fletcher. 

Mr. Gordon placed before the meeting a copy of Mudie’s 
new classified Fiction Catalogue for inspection. Owing to the 
time having been fully taken up by the preceding business, this 
did not receive the attention it deserved, but we may have another 
opportunity for discussing the merits of classified fiction. 

W. Q. 


cc 
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N.W. BRANCH. MARCH MEETING. 

The third bi-monthly meeting of this Branch will be held in the Central 
Library, Oldham, on Wednesday, March 19th. For times of trains and 
other arrangements see March number. Members who have not yet 
applied for a copy of the British Library Year Book are requested to do 
so without delay. 


OPENING OF THE MILE END LIBRARY. 

Thursday, January 9th, was an important day in the annals 
of Mile End, for the inhabitants saw fulfilled in the opening 
‘eremony of the Public Library their hopes and aspirations of 
SIX years ago. 

It was on February 5th, 1896, that the Public Libraries 
Acts were adopted. For three years previously the Governors 
of the People’s Palace had been negotiating with the late Vestry 
of Mile End Old Town for the transfer to the latter body of 
the library at the above institution, but it was found that there 
were legal difficulties in the way, and in 1899 negotiations were 
finally abandoned. 

In April of last year the Stepney Borough Council directed 
the Libraries Committee to consider if the Vestry Hall in 
Bancroft Road could be adapted for a Public Library. The 
Committee submitted plans prepared by the Borough Engineer, 
which were adopted by the Council, and the alterations have 
been carried out, and bookcases and newspaper stands provided, 
at a cost of £250. 

The Library occupies two floors, and consists of lending and 
reference departments and reading room. In the lending depart- 
ment provision has been made for the shelving of about 12,000 
volumes. The reference department will seat 20 readers and 
will accommodate 3,000 volumes. The reading room, which was 
formeriy the Council Chamber, is lighted on three sides by lofty 
windows, and is undoubtedly one of the finest reading rooms in 
London. 

Mr. F. Meaden Roberts, who organised the St. George-in- 
the-East Library, has been appointed Librarian, and hopes to 
have all the departments in proper working order in the course 
of a few weeks. 

The opening ceremony was performed by the Rev. Canon 
Barnett, Warden of Toynbee Hall, and the pioneer of Public 
Libraries in East London. The Mayor (Alderman E. Mann, J.P.) 
presided, and was supported by most of the influential gentlemen 
of the Borough. 

Canon Barnett in the course of his remarks said that they 
had given him a very pleasing duty; they had given him an in- 
spiring subject. Books had played a great part in the making of 
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nations. He looked forward to the future when generations to 
come would look back upon England and look on her as great, 
not because of her millions, but because of her Shakespeares. A 
book in a very intimate way was a man’s best friend, and a library 
was a court where Kings and Queens were always on their 
thrones. And that court was open to all comers, and those who 
entered it might come into close contact with Kings and 
Queens. Ina library one becomes conscious of the higher pas- 
sions which were at work all around, and the higher aims which 
were in the minds of people, and he hoped the people of Mile 
End would enter that library and feel themselves refreshed. 

This addition to the Public Institutions of the East End 
completes the circle of Libraries for the Borough of Stepney, the 
others being situated at Limehouse, St. George-in-the-East, and 
Whitechapel, thus making Stepney one of the best equipped 
as far as Libraries are concerned, of the London Boroughs. 

By J. Hi. 
GLASGOW PUBLIC LIBRARIES.—Rankinxn ReEApING Room. 

The Rankin Reading Room was opened to the public on 
15th January, and will now be open daily from 9 a.m. till 10 p.m. 
This public reading room has been established in execution of a 
bequest by the late Mr. John Rankin, portioner, of Armadale 
Street, Dennistoun, who died 27th March, 1897, leaving to the 
Lord Provost and Magistrates property of about £3,000 value to 
be devoted to some object of public utility in the old Second 
Ward of the City. The testator specified a public bath or a 
public reading room as among the purposes to which the bequest 
might be applied, and his benevolent intention has been realised 
by the co-operation of the Magistrates with the Committee on 
Baths and Washhouses and the Committee on Libraries. A 
suitable though small reading room has been provided in the 
extensive new Baths building in Whitevale Street, the cost of 
the construction of the room being paid out of the Rankin 
bequest. The balance of the bequest has been transferred by 
the Magistrates to the Committee on Libraries, by whom it will 
be used as a partial provision for the cost of maintenance and 
administration, the cost over and above the produce of the 
bequest being defrayed from the rate levied for public library 
purposes. 

THE WOES OF A LIBRARIAN. 
By Frank E. CHENNELL. 
Synopsis of a Paper read at the F¥anuary meeting of ** The Library 
Assistants’ Association.” 

It 1s with much hesitancy and doubt that Lapproach my subject. Can 
I reasonably expect that Assistants will see other than pleasure in the 
position of Librarian? and dare I hope that they will acknowledge that 
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their respective Chiefs encounter any woes in the exercise of their duties ? 
I would ask you as Assistants not to claim a monopoly of our professional 
tribulations, but to bear with me while I endeavour to expound a few of 
those that trouble the soul of the Librarian. 

I have entitled my reading—‘‘ A Librarian’s woes,” and trust the 
expression is not too strong for the petty troubles I relate. I must confess 
that I have chosen it for much the same reason as that which constrained 
‘*Sam Slick’’ to shave with a black-lead brush; he could find no other 
brush, and I—could find no other title. 

We are all aware that the general opinion on the side of the counter 
that is not ours, is, that the Librarian’s position is one of ease, if not of 
‘uxury,—that he has no woes, no troubles, no tribulations. I have said I 
tear even Assistants share this opinion. Every Librarian is acquainted 
with the Reader who imagines that the only onerous duties we have to 
perform are those of handing a borrower a book over the counter in 
much the same way as a shop assistant across the way will proffer him a 
packet of tea. Oh! that he could but lift the veila wee bit, and experience 
himself a few of the sorrows that assail the Librarian! 

My remarks, in this paper, apply more particularly to the young 
Librarian recently evolved from a Senior Assistant. One of your members 
addressed you at your last meeting upon the best way to organize, and 
more especially to popularize our Libraries. | simply intend to remind you 
of a few of the troubles the organizer will encounter when he may be 
considered to have completed the initial portion of his organization. 

His treasures being safely housed, the first woe which will befall him 
is the preparation of a Catalogue. Classification and other minor details 
will not trouble him to any great extent. In matters such as these, he will 
probably follow the system he has been conversant with under his late 
Chief. 

The Catalogue is, however, quite another matter, and may cause him 
endless worry. It is generally found that a newly-fledged Librarian pins his 
faith tothe Catalogue compiled upon the dictionary system. Fora small, or 
indeed a medium-sized Library, it is no doubt the best form of index to the 
contents of the shelves. Having, however, made up his mind upon this 





point, here commence a few of his woes. There are so many points to 
bear constantly in mind, so many pitfalls to avoid, if the Catalogue is to 
lay claim to consistency. Should his Library be above the average 


size of the Institution to which an Assistant generally succeeds, he is 
hampered and hindered in his compilation by fears lest his Catalogue 


should get too bulky. He has nightmares of disagreeable Committees over 
its excessive cost. Then, he remorsefully cuts, prunes, and generally 


mutilates his copy until his fond dream of an ideal Dictionary Catalogue 
loses itself in the horrid reality of a printer’s heavy bill. 

Should it be an Institution with a meagre stock of books, say seven to 
ten thousand volumes, then the advocate of the Dictionary Catalogue is in 
his element. He is an astute man and sees clearly how easily his pint of 
peas can be made to fill a quart measure. Subjects are multiplied and 
cross references ingeniously inserted. A book upon the Grey Parrot for 
instance offers him boundless visions of expansion. It can be placed under 
parrot, ornithology, birds, with cross-references, until it would seem that 
the most obtuse reader, desirous of consulting the book, cannot but find 
** pretty poll.’’ 

From a reader’s point of view—and we should aim to study readers— 
this after all is the way to catalogue. The Librarian must only beware 
lest from excess of zeal he should be tempted to emulate the indexer 
employed by: St. George Mivart. The last named gentleman, a few years 
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ago, wrote a book entitled ‘‘ The origin of human reason.’’ Many of you 
possess a copy of the work in your respective Libraries. In it there is an 
amusing story of a Cockatoo. The reader who looks at the index cannot 
fail to find ali about this wonderful bird. The anecdote is indexed in no 
fewer than 15 places. Please do not imagine that I think either of 
you would go to this extent in cataloguing, but seriously, what a source of 
worry and trouble cross references are. There are those to avoid, and 
those to be inserted at all hazards. Those appropriate, and those decidedly 
inappropriate. In the latter category we must place the entry, which 
appeared in a catalogue, a short time ago, God see Fiske, which, to my 
mind gives an unduly exalted position to the humble author of ‘* The 
idea of God as affected by modern knowledge,’’ and implies a corresponding 
abasement of the Deity. Cross-references have, moreover, a deplorable 
habit of wandering from the subject they are desired to point to. 

Then there is the unutterable worry caused our Librarian by the 
printer. Most worthy typographer! Many of us have had sad experience 
of his manifold pranks. Many of you, gentlemen, have yet to experience 
them. The clean revise passed for press, and, later on, the almost 
miraculous appearance of errors which did not exist in any earlier proof, 
The dropping of a letter, a word, or errors due to wrong distribution are 
excusable. Everyone who dabbles in print suffers from such accidents. 
Even a prominent London daily newspaper a short time ago wound up an 
article in favour of women’s rights with an impassioned appeal in support of 
women’s tights! This is a digression. To return to the main point | must 
say that many of the printer’s vagaries pass beyond one’s understanding 

While talking of Catalogues I should like to mention that errors must 


frequently exist in the Librarian’s ** copy.” The following are a few errors 
taken at random, from a recently published catalogue of J at icial library. 
I think you will admit they are not mistakes to be impt ited to the printet 


Confessions of St. Agustine. Edited by Routledge & S os 
Hermit in London. 





1¢ ditto in the Country ( alll i in one ling 





Leaves from the journal of our life in the Js/ands 
More ditto 
W. Musters apprenticeship (Author unknown but Transl. by 
Carlyle) 

Paris and its scences ! 

Teac hings ot Epicteus ! 

Essays on various subjects by the Lord of Montaigne ! 

Though | know but little about you the acquaintance with the work of 

the Librarian cited compels me to unhesitatingly suggest that future 
catalogues of this Institution would be better entrusted to Assistants. 


_ Of course errors exist in every catalogue, and living as I do, in an 
extremely frail glass house, lam very loth to throw stones. I can only 
hope that you will agree that the errors I ave cited are blemishes of 


negligence, and not accident. 


May | also suggest that many are perchance due to faulty hand 





writing? Please do not deem even this matter beneath your notice. Iam 
convinced that one sure way to avoid these errors ts to ensure that ever 

catalogue slip is not only correctly, but legibly written. It is true 
Hawthorne was proud of his illegible scrawi and fancied it author-like, and 
that Byron, Hugo and others took pride ia their spider-like endeavours at 
writing. We need not emulate them, nor indeed need we copy Hawthorne's 
American friend who once wrote an undecipherable epistle to his son at 
Yale University. To help him to make some sense of the scrawl the lad 
called in a fellow student, who must have been somewhat of a wag His 


only remark was to the effect that it looked remarkably like a Docto 
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Special attention given to the Printing of Catalogues. 


General and other Printing executed for PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 


JOHN & EDWARD BUMPUS, 


LTD. 





Booksellers to H.M. the Queen and the Roval Family, 


350 Oxford Street, London, W. 
(And 5 and 6 Holborn Bars, E.C.) 





One of the largest and best selected stocks in the kingdom, displayed in Three Departments, viz 
1. NEW BOOKS (ground floor), All the standard and current literature 

2. LEATHER BOUND BOOKS (first floor), A very great variety. 

3. SECOND-HAND BOOKS (second and third floors). Many thousands of volumes 


The supply of Public Libraries ts specially catered for, the discount allowed off the prices 
of New Books being unequalled. (Terms on application.) 
Also a liberal discount is allowed from the marked prices of Second-hand Books. 
Messrs. BUMPUS have the supply, in addition to others, of the following Free Libraries- 
pps 


West Ham, Hampstead, Shoreditch, Streatham, Hertford, 
Leyton, St. Bride’s, Cripplegate, Richmond. 
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New Methods of Library Binding. 
A TRIAL INVITED. 
Please send us a dozen of THE WORST BOOKS IN YOUR 
LIBRARY, ALTOGETHER UNFIT FOR REBINDING BY ANY OTHER 
METHOD. After being rebound put them into circulation, and judge 
the result. Real goat morocco backs of any colour required. 
Carriage paid each way. Prices no higher than ordinary. 


IF NOT APPROVED MONEY RETURNED. 


C.R. HEYNER& Co., 28, <anonbury Villas, 


Islington, London, N. 











.. Library Bookbinding 


B. RILEY & CO., 


... Library Binders and Specialists, wins 


Suppty To PusB tic LIBRARIES 


THE BEST VALUE OBTAINABLE IN LIBRARY BINDING. 











New Books and Re-placements supplied, bound direct from the 
Publishers’ Sheets, in Pigskin, Pegamoid, or Washable Cloth, | 
334 per cent. allowed off Published price of New Books. 

Our flexible Pigskin Binding is in use in upwards of 100 Public | 
Libraries in the Country. 

New Catalogue of Standard Fiction: Price Lists for Re-binding 
and samples to be had free on application to 


B. RILEY & CO., Bookbinders, 
Westgate, Huddersfield. 


--- CWO Important Cechnical Books ... 


PUBLISHED B 


TRUSLOVE, , HANSON & COMBA 


satiate 





Twe me Cloth P l 60s 


Measured Drawings im French ‘Furniture, 


om the lection in the South Kensington Muss 


By w. G. PAULSON TOWNSEND. 





In Portfolio, 50s. net. 


A COLLECTION OF SCALE DRAWINGS, DETAILS AND SKETCHES 


COLONIAL FURNITURE, i 


Measured and Drawn from Antique Examples, | 


By ALVAN CROCKER NYE, Architect. 





Special and prompt attention given to Library orders. Librarians are invite 
catalogues and terms. 


TRUSLOVE, HANSON & COMBA, Lid. 
143 Oxford Street, and 6s Sloane Street, 
. LONDON. .. 





Che Rorth of England 


School Furnishing Co., £td. 


_a DARLINGTON. 











Manufacturers of Library Fittings, esc. 











Reading Stands, Bookcases, 
Reading Tables Library Chairs, 
etc. etc. 











Libraries supplied recently. 
LONDON: Buckingham Palace Road, Brixton, 
Lower Marsh, Streatham, Whitechapel, Wool- 
wich, etc., also Beaney Institute, Canterbury, 

and Hull Public Library, etc. 











Our long experience in this line enables us to guarantee 


satisfaction. 


ESTIMATES FREE. 


DISCOUNT BOOKSELLERS & STATIONERS 


Address Telegrams “ SCHOLASTIC 
DARLINGTON, NEWCASTLE, SUNDERLAND, 
MIDDLESBROUGH, NORWICH. 


Catalogues on application. Enquiries Solicited. 
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prescription and suggested consulting a Chemist. They hied forthwith to 
an apothecary,who threw a quick glance over the letter, stood some moments 
in subdued thought, and then began to pour from several bottles into a phial. 
The phial was now half-full. Then came a dubious pause. The Clerk 
scratched his head and finally baffled, appealed to the proprietor of the 
store. A short, low dialogue took place. Then, the Chief with an air of 
superior wisdom, uncorked another bottle, filled the phial with an 
apocryphal liquid, and labelled it in proper form. ‘* Fifteenpence for the 
cough mixture’? he said with a friendly smile ! 

Apart from the worry connected with the printer, there is another woe 
appertaining to the catalogue. After carefully estimating that our 
proposed catalogue will make, say, 100 pages and cost £60, with what 
trepidation and woe begone faces do we submit the final account to the 
Committee when we discover that the venture has reached 170 pages and 
the bill swelled to nearly £100. 

Passing rapidly on there is a matter which no doubt distresses 
Librarians, and if they are conscientious in their work, causes them much 
anxiety. I refer to the selecting of books for purchase. When preparing 
lists of proposed additions I often ponder and wonder what methods other 
Librarians have for the choice of fit and proper books to augment their 
Libraries. What are their guides to the good, the bad, the indifferent. 
We are all led, to a great extent, indeed, in many instances, entirely, 
by reviews, and I am tempted to enquire, what is the true value of 
the majority of these press notices. How frequently do we find, what the 


** Saturday” flays the * Spectator” extols, what the ‘Academy *’ condemns 
the ** Athen@um” lauds. If we trust entirely to reviews and reviewers, 
then, | think, we must beware of pitfalls. Reviewers are but human. 


Could we fathom the reasons for many a harsh criticism there would 
be found, no doubt, motives which could compel us to admit the criticism 
as unjust. Among the motives, religious differences, political divergencies, 
and too often disappointed ambition. But in these matters we are, I fear, 
between ** The devil and the deep sea.” If we fail to read reviews, we 
may, among other evils, place upoa our shelves works of doubtful morality 
published under the guise of fiction. If we do read them then I contend it 
is too often a most difficult task to discriminate among the variety of 
opinions expressed concerning one and the same book. What can we now 
think of the Edinburgh Reviewers and their treatment of Keats, Shelley, 
Byron, and Wordsworth; the great Macaulay was called an ‘insolent 
puppy © and ** one of the most obscure men of the age *’ because forsooth 
his opinions did not coincide with those held by the publishers of the 
reviews. What can we now think of Voltaire’s opinion of Milton—‘tA 
barbarian who constructed a long Commentary on the first chapter of 
Genesis in 10 books of harsh verse.’’. This latter was not a review, but, 
what a striking example of the utter worthlessness of the press notice, 1s 
the position in literature now held by the former. There is ample scope 
for a paper upon the value of reviews. | throw the subject out asa 
Suggestion to any ambitious member of the Assistants’ Association in need 
of material for a Reading. In my opinion there is only one way out of this 
review quandary, and that, to ignore so far as possible any notice that is 


not author-signed, and to seck these notices in periodicals of the highest 
repute. This special woe of the Librarian includes so many minor details. 
There are, as I have stated, books to be purchased new. Reviews, such as 
they may be will aid him here. There are, however, in addition, one 


thousand and one works, which he must watch, and wait, and pray for 
Standard works out of print, and which can only be procured by closely 


scanning the catalogues of second-hand books. Upon the acquiring of 
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these the Librarian must be prepared to expend a vast amount of time. 
Should he, even, through these means obtain a desired volume he has to 
guard against imperfections, and collating is a worry and trouble—a work 
which in instances such as these the Librarian must personally undertake. 
He is further called upon to distinguish between the original edition and 


the artful, subtle reprint. He has to guard against spurious editions. The 
catalogue of literary forgeries is a long one. 

Then there is a ‘*Woe”™’ which until this morning, I had no 
intention of introducing into my reading. It, however, keenly affects 
Assistants, and, a woe, I am sorry to say, Librarians are often 
responsible for. I refer to the increase of lady workers in the 
Library. 1 am by no means opposed to the employment of female 
assistants in—exceeding moderation. — 1 received, however, this morning, 


a letter from which I learn that it is generally understood that when a 
male senior leaves a certain Library his place is to be filled up by the 
appointment of a female junior assistant—reserving, | suppose for the 
mere man the post of Sub-Librarian and Chief Assistants. Now whether 
this be fair to Librarians does not interest me. The ubiquitous female now 
competes in every calling. The Assistants’ remedy is to outstrip them in 


efficiency, or,—marry them. What does concern me is the effect it may 
have upon a profession which has still to be numbered among those called 
learned. If many Libraries follow the example of the one I have cited the 
number of training schools for future librarians will slowly decrease. The 
number of coming men will be thinned. Competition for senior positions 
will therefore be less keen because fewer qualified candidates will be 
available. A fall in competition invariably entails a lower standard of 
efficiency. We need a higher standard, the Assistants’ Association exists 
I believe, to further this. Their * libraical’’ battle-cry is the same as the 
recent political one—* Efficiency.’ : 


Another of our woes is the Assistant himself, and here I know | am 
treading on dangerous ground ** where Angels fear to tread.’’ However, it 
is not my intention to use strong language against these gentlemen, nor do 
I wish to ‘damn with faint praise."’ There are Assistants, and Assistants. 
Taken as a body, | firmly believe they are as hard working and ambitious a 
school of strivers as one could desire in any profession. I do not say this 
because I am addressing assistants. It is a conviction which must force 
itself upon every Librarian. The class of youngster | wish to mention is 
the careless inconsequent youth fresh from the palatial buildings, an 
extravagant government now erect for a system of cramming without 
parallel in the history of our country. The youth, who even Mr. Philip 
deems unworthy to exercise himself in your deliberations; ‘* He’s an 
absent-minded beggar and his weaknesses are great,’’ and to Kiplingize 
still further ‘‘ We have to take him as we find him.’’ But what a source of 
worry he too frequently is. Of course the lad progresses in point of 
age, ability and intelligence, and (if he joins the Assistants’ Association) 
soon commences to take a deep interest in his work and in the Institution. 
Here, however, is where our woe commences. The income of the library 
will not permit of a salary at all commensurate with his age and usefulness 
and he quickly seeks new and greener pastures. Or, if we try, as I hope 
we all do, to do our duty by the lad we assist him to promotion in another, 
and a larger library. In either case the result is the same—we have to 
enlist and to train a raw recruit. To librarians in large or well staffed 
institutions this woe will not commend itself. They probably hand over 
the new comer toa Senior Assistant. To others, who must for years 
remain poorly staffed the discomtort and worries are, believe me, apparent 
and serious. The difficulty, | need hardly say, is merely a financial one. 
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The limited income precluding not only the quantity but the quality. So 
much for the Assistant woe, and 1 must hurry on. But another *‘ woe,”’ 
paradoxical though it may seem, is the Librarian himself. Please do not 
think I am specially criticising anyone. It isto a great extent self analytical. 
I really think that, as Librarians, we are too prone to fence ourselves 
around with an amount of reserve. A deep knowledge of literature 
is possessed by few, indeed, it can nowadays only be held by those whose 
daily avocation is centred in books, or whose hobby is their collection 
and study. A librarian’s knowledge, from mere handling alone, is sure to 
be extensive and we are perhaps too ready to deride the unfortunate 
borrower who demands ‘The Autocrat at the breakfast table,’’ by 
Sherlock Holmes or ** Oliver Goldsmith”? by the Vicar of Wakefield! I 
have myself heard Librarians, and indeed Assistants sneer at the reader 
who has given utterance to similar lapses, much to the latter’s discomfort, 
but sadder, to his discouragement. I admit the temptation to do so is 
great. The British public credits our profession with but slight 
erudition. When, therefore, a member of the Great B P does slip, it is 
perhaps difficult to restrain from acquainting him with his fall. Let us, 
however, be tolerant in these matters and not smile at the ignorance of 
many of our readers in matters literary. If any profession should be 
renowned for broadmindedness in word, thought, and deed, I think, 
Gentlemen, it should be ours. 


Owing to the limited space at our disposal it was found necessary to 
considerably abridge Mr. Chennell’s paper, which will account for its 
discontinuity.—Eb. ** L.A.”’ 


STUDY CIRCLE. 
REPORT ON JANUARY WORK. 

The best answers to the Literary History questions are those 
of “ Alfaro” (Senior) and “ Livre”? (funior). The adjudicators 
specially commend the answers of “ Quiver” and * Black Ink ” 
and * Leno.” * R. Peggio” does not mention Hallam. The best 
answers in Library Practice are from * Simple Simon ” (Senior) 
and * Leno” (Funior), * Bonne foi” overlooks several important 
systems of classification, although the particular description given 
in his paper is accurate. “ Black Ink” and “ Mystax” are 
advised to be more careful with composition and spelling. The 
answer from “ Jorrocks” is very good. 

FOURTH SESSION. 
QUESTIONS ON JANUARY WORK. 
Senior 1.—Give a general sketch of the literary history of England from 
1800 to 1825. (Not to exceed 1,000 words.) 
2.—Do you consider lectures in libraries to be a legitimate extension 
of library work? State your reasons. 
Funior 1.—State what you know of Percy Bysshe Shelley and his work. 
2.—Define the meaning of a ‘‘ cross-reference,’’ and tabulate as far 
as you can the instances where cross-references are needed. 
READING FOR FEBRUARY. 
Commencement of 2nd period of 19th century literary history—1825-1850. 
*Morley. ‘* English Literature in the reign of Victoria.’’ Chaps.1-VI. 
*Saintsbury. ‘ Nineteeth Century Literature.’’ Chaps. III. V. & VI. 
*Both divisions. 
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MR. MACALISTER’S ANNUAL S.C. PRIZES. 

On the inauguration of the Study Circle, Mr. J. Y. W. Macalister 
very kindly offered an annual prize of £1 to the student who gained the 
highest number of marks during the year. Mr. Macalister has since 
further favored our students by offering TWO prizes of £1 each, such to be 
awarded to the Senior and the Junior who have attained the highest 


position in their respective divisions. In addition to this, he also 
offered Vol. I. of the ** Library ** as second prizes (one for each division). 
The Education Committee therefore announce Mr. Alfred Edwards, of the 
Liverpool Public Libraries, as Senior winner of the £1 prize, and Mr. J. 
McKnight, of the Wigan Public Libraries, as ¥unior first-prizeman The 
two copies of the ** Library "* are awarded to Mr. P. D. Gordon (our late 


Hon. Sec. N.W. Branch), and to Mr. F. Dallimore, of the Wigan Public 
Libraries, they having gained the second highest number of marks in their 


‘espective divisions. We heartily congratulate these gentlemen, and feel 
sure that the fact that such marked interest in S.C. results being taken by 
the heads of our profession will add largely to the competition in this and 
future sessions. The L.A.A. are very grateful to Mr. Macalister for his 
practical interest and assistance. 
NOTE Particulars of competition are given in our September and Oct 
nay be had from the Hon. Sec. L.A.A., to whom all answ 
Friday, FKebruary Il4th. 
‘ will be sent to those members who competed 
vork, on receipt of two penny stamps to defray postage. Pleas 


NOTES AND NEWS. 
Battersea. —The Council has adopted the Museums Act, 
which will come into force in April next. 


Brentford. —-The Committee has arranged an excellent 
course of popular lectures on literary and antiquarian subjects. 
Mr. Chas. Welch, F.S.A., Librarian of the Guildhall, Mr. A. 
A. Barkas, Librarian of Richmond, and Mr. KF. Turner, 
F.R. Hist. S., Librarian of Brentford, are amongst the lecturers. 


g 

Colonial Appointments.—From a New Zealand paper we 
gather that the Wellington Council recently advertised for a 
Librarian at £200 per annum. Previous experience is not men- 
tioned as a qualification, so we conclude that there is a lack of 
trained men in this progressive Colony. We venture to think 
that many a trained man from the mother country would have 
been glad of the opportunity of applying for this vacancy had 
time permitted. 

Edward Edwards.—A monument, the gift of Mr. T. 
Greenwood, is to be erected over the grave at Niton of the 
pioneer of the Public Library movement. Dr. Garnett will 
perform the ceremony on Feb. 5. Mr. Stanley Jast is conducting 
a party from London. 

Hackney.—The Council has, by a majority of four, post- 
poned the question of adopting the Pubiic Libraries Acts for 
twelve months. 
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Leyton.—Among the many excellent little magazines which 
have of late years been issued from our Public Libraries, the 
Leyton “ Library Magazine” takes a prominent place. We have 
before us the current number, which contains, besides a well- 
catalogued list of additions, an article entitled, Aaron, the son of 
the devil, and the continuation of a biographical index to the 
County of Essex. The former is interesting as referring to the 
earliest dated portrait of a Jew, which was “ drawn on a forest- 
roll of the County of Essex,” and which is reproduced with the 
article. The index is a very praiseworthy attempt to compile a 
list of Essex celebrities from the earliest times, and its exhaust- 
iveness is shown by the fact that the end of letter “b” has not 
yet been reached, although it has been running through the last 
six numbers. 

Montrose.—By the Provost’s casting vote the Acts have 
been adopted, thus giving the town the advantage of Mr. Carnegie’s 
offer to provide a building. 

Oldham Free Lectures.—Members of the N.W. Branch, 
present at the meeting at Oldham last year, when Mr. Chas. 
Walters gave his lecture on Wm. Morris, will be pleased to hear 
that he is to lecture on Feb. 8th at seven o’clock, on * Tennyson’s 
choice of Friends.” 

St. Pancras.—The motion for the adoption of the Public 
Libraries Acts has been withdrawn until a more favourable 
Opportunity occurs. 

Society of Public Librarians.—A meeting was held 
at the Bishopsgate Institute on Wednesday evening, Jan. 15th, 
1902, when Mr. Z. Moon (Leyton) read a_ paper entitled 
“ Langland and his work.”’ 

‘*Views and Memoranda of Public Libraries.’’—Mr. 
Cotgreave, the author of this useful work has intimated that he 
will supply members of the L.A.A. with copies at a reduced price 
of 7/6, if orders are sent direct to him. 

Wandsworth.—The Acts have been extended to Tooting, 
and a reading room is to be opened there at an early date. 





APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES. 
*“Crare, A. Junior Assistant, Oldham, to be Senior 
Assistant. 
Day, B. To be Junior Assistant, St. Saviour’s Public 
Library. 
Exvacott, H. To be Second Assistant, St. Saviour’s Public 
Library. 
Hatcuer, A. To be Junior Assistant, Leyton Public L ibrary. 
*Member of the Library Assistants’ Association. 
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NEW MEMBERS. 
Senior.—Neesuam, E. W. (Kendal). 


Junior. —Bowrinc, W. (Kensington); Davison, C. E. (Ber- 
mondsey); Harwoop, W. (Stalybridge); Rosinson, 
S. C. (Poplar). 


BOOKS, &c.. RECEIVED. 

Chorley Public Library, Second Annual Report, 1900-01. 

Penge Public Library. Final Report of the Commissioners to 31st March, 1901 

Manchester Public Libraries. Quarterly Record, Vol. V.. No. 3 

Pratt Institute. Monthly No. 2. Vol. X. December, 1901 

Views and Memoranda of Public Libraries, By Alfred Cotgreave, 
pp. 1.-VI. 1-326. 450 illustrations. ports. and plans. 10 6. 

The author does not claim anything of a literary character for this book, but hoy 
as, Owing to the munificence of many well-known gentlemen, and the public spir 
corporations and local authorities, public libraries are springing up all over the ¢ 
a work, the only one published of the kind, will be of considerable utility to libr 
librarians, architects, and all who are interested in these institutions. In 
external appearance or planning of the various departments of a library 
and plans of many of the largest and most famous libraries, as also of 
degree and kind, should prove useful in many ways. There 


F.R.Hist.S. 4to 


iry 
arrangin 
,a work g 
smaller ones o 
is also a very usefu 
table giving the income, work, hours, etc., of all 


rate-supported libraries 
Kingdom Another feature which will be 


f great interest to many of our prof 
large number of excellent photographs of librarians of London and provincial lil 


APPOINTMENTS VACANT. 
Notice to Library Authorities.—JVe shall be pleased to 


publish under this heading, free of charge, particulars of vacancies if 


full de tails are sent to the Editor on or before the 28th of each month 


METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF BERMONDSEY. 
Applications are invited for the post of Librarian-in-Charge of the St. Olave 
Previous experience essential. Salary £120 per annum. 
experience, with not more than three recent testimonials 
FrREDK. RyAuL, / n ( 


Applications, stat 
. endorsed “* Librarian, 
fown Hall, Bermondsey, not later than February 8th 


NOTICES. 

Annual subscriptions to the L.A.A. are now due, and should 
be sent to Mr. W. Geo. Chambers, Hon. Treasurer, Public Library, 
Woolwich. Members of the N.W. Branch should send their 
subscriptions to Mr. W. Crompton, Y.M.C.A. Library, Manchester. 
Other communications respecting the N.W. Branch should be 
addressed to Mr. W. Quarmby, Hon. Sec. Central Public Library, 
Oldham. 

All matter for the March number should reach the Hon. 
Editor on or before 20th February. 

All other communications should be addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. G. E. Roebuck, 121 De Beauvoir’ Roan, 
KINGSLAND, N. 
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.. Che British Library Year Book, 1900-1901. ... 


A Record of Library Progress and Work. 


54 Illustrations, crown 8 vo., 345 pp. 


Price 3s. net, post free. 


RECENT TECHNICAL WORKS. 
Japanning and Enamelling for Cycles, Bedsteads, 2s. 
Cotton Spinning (First Year) for Students, 3s. 
Cotton Spinning (Second Year), Ea 5s. 
Cotton Spinning (Honours), 5s. 
Re-issue of Art of Dyeing Wool, Silk, aaa Cotton, 5s. 
Textile Raw Materials and their Conversion into Yarns, 10s. 6d. 
Treatise on the Ceramic Industries, 21s. 
Chemistry of Pigments, 10s, 6d. 
Re-Issue of Chemical Essays of C. W. Scheele, 5s. 
Colour Matching on Textiles, 7s. 6d. 
The Prevention of Smoke, 7s. 6d. 
Analysis of Resins, 7s. 6d. 
Workshop Wrinkles for Decorators, etc., 2s. 6d. 
Dyeing of Cotton Fabrics, 7s. 6d. 
Manufacture of Paint, 7s. 6d. 
Manufacture of Lake Pigments from Artificial Colours, 7s. 6d. 
Practical Treatise on the Manufacture of Leather, 21s. 
Practical Compounding of Oils and Grease for lubrication, 7s. 6d. 
Soaps, the manufacture of domestic, toilet and other soaps, 12s. 6d. 
Iron Corrosion, Anti-fouling, and Anti-corrosive Paints, 10s. 6d. 
Lubricating Oils, Fats and Greases, 10s. 6d. 
Chemistry and Essential Oils and Artificial Perfumes, 12s. 6d. 
Hops in their Botanical and Technical aspect, 12s. 6d. 
House Decorating and Painting, 3s. 6d. 
Dyeing of Paper Pulp, with 157 dyed patterns, 15s. 
Practical Treatise on the Bleaching of Linen and Cotton Yarn and 
Fabrics, 12s. 6d. 
Risks and Dangers of Various Occupations and their Prevention, 7/6 
Recovery Work after Pit Fires, 10s. 6d. 
Leather Worker’s Manual, 7s. 6d. 
Painting on Glass and Porcelain, 10s. 6d. 
Colour Printing of Carpet Yarns, 7s. 6d. 
Hints to Plumbers, 7s. 6d. 
Principles of Hot Water Supply, 7s. 6d. 
Drying Oils, Boiled Oil and Solid and Liquid Driers, 12/6. 
Technology of Petroleum, 21s. 
Dictionary of Chemicals and Raw Materials used in the Manufacture 
of Paints, Colours, Varnishes and Allied Preparations, 7/6. 
Bone Products and Manures, 7/6. 
Practical X Ray Work, 10s. 6d. 
Drying by means of Air and Steam, 5s. 


Catalogues on application. 


SCOTT, GREENWOOD & Go., Publishers, 
19 budgate Hill, bondon, E.C. 
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SPECIAL—TO LIBRARIANS. 


Books Supplied and Bound from the Quire, in 
flexible Pigskin, Morocco, or a Sanitary Washable 
Cloth specially manufactured for us. 

















GUARANTEE: 
We guarantee that our Binding will outlast the Book, 


BOOKS RE-BOUND. READERS’ TICKETS 
IN LEATHER OR CLOTH. 


Solid Leather Reading Covers, made in one piece, without 
Lining or Stitches; practically indestructible. 





AN INEXPENSIVE READING COVER IN OUR 
SANITARY WASHABLE CLOTH. 





One of the many Testimonials received by us :— 


“ CHELSEA PuBLic LIBRARIES,” 
December 3rd, 1896. 

Messrs. Banting & Son have been the bookbinders to these Libraries 
from the commencement, in 1888, ar ' na ven every satisfaction. 

Their work is lasting, reasonable in pric« wefully carried out. 

The fact that they are binders under c a large number 
of Public Libraries is sufficient proof th. articular line they 
are difficult to beat. 

J. HE " QUINN, 


Chief Librarian and he nmisstone? 


PARTICULARS, PRICES, AND SAMPLES ON TION. 


J. BANTING & S. N 


Bookbinders and Booksellers, 
KING’S ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON. 
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